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5.17 WATER SUPPLY 

5.17.1 INTRODUCTION 

The following section examines the impacts of the North City Project on existing 

and future water supply sources within the North City area. The information 

contained in this section was obtained from various sources, including the 2015 San 

Diego County Water Authority Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP; SDCWA 

2016a) and the City of San Diego UWMP (City of San Diego 2016). Additional 

information is based on reports by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California (Metropolitan), the San Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA), and City 

of San Diego Public Utilities Department. 

5.17.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regional Water Supply 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Metropolitan is a consortium of 26 cities and water districts that can deliver 2.6 

billion gallons of water per day to nearly 19 million people in parts of Los Angeles, 

Orange, San Diego, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties. Metropolitan 

obtains imported water from two primary sources: the Colorado River and the State 

Water Project. 

Metropolitan has 10-year average annual sales of 1.99 million acre-feet (AF). In the 

fiscal year 2014–2015, Metropolitan sold 2.06 million AF of water, with daily system 

deliveries as high as 7,150 AF per day (for reference, 1 AF will serve two households in 

and around their homes for a year). Treated and untreated water sales were each 

about 50% of total sales. The growing awareness of drought and retail conservation 

caused sales last year to fall below the 10-year average annual sales of 1.99 million AF. 

Metropolitan sold approximately 1.91 million AF of water, about 150,000 AF (7.3%) 

lower than the prior fiscal year. The final State Water Project allocation for calendar 

year 2014 was just 5%, or 96,000 AF, the lowest in history (Metropolitan 2015).  

San Diego County Water Authority 

SDCWA is responsible for providing a safe and reliable supply of water to its 24 

member agencies, including the City of San Diego (City). SDCWA serves 95% of San 

Diego County’s (the County’s) population over an area of 951,000 acres (1,486 square 
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miles). Up to 80% of the region’s water is imported from the Colorado River and 

Northern California via the State Water Project. Metropolitan is SDCWA’s largest 

supplier, providing almost half of the water used in 2015. The remaining water 

supply comes from SDCWA’s long-term water conservation and transfer agreement 

with the Imperial Irrigation District, conserved water resulting from lining of portions 

of the All-American and Coachella canals in Imperial Valley, and local supply sources 

including groundwater, local surface water, recycled water, and desalination (SDCWA 

2016a). Potable reuse is also included in predicted future water supplies. Table 5.17-1 

shows the most recent (2016) portfolio of SDCWA water supplies and predicted 

future (2020 and 2035) water supplies.  

Table 5.17-1 

SDCWA Water Supply 

Water Source 

2016 2020 2035 

Amount (AF) 

Percent 

of Total 

Amount 

(AF) 

Percent 

of Total 

Amount 

(AF) 

Percent 

of Total 

Metropolitan Water 

District 

187,000 41% 126,000 21% 88,000 13% 

Imperial Irrigation District 

transfer 

100,000 22% 190,000 32% 200,000 29% 

All American and 

Coachella canal lining 

79,000 17% 80,000 14% 80,000 12% 

Potable Reuse — — 8,000 1% 110,000 16% 

Recycled water 23,000 5% 43,000 7% 57,000 8% 

Seawater desalination 27,000 6% 56,000 10% 72,000 10% 

Groundwater 21,000 5% 33,000 6% 36,000 5% 

Local surface water 18,000 4% 52,000 9% 51,000 7% 

Total 455,000  588,000  694,000  

Sources: SDCWA 2016a; SDCWA 2016b. 

Note: AF = acre-feet. 

Water Use 

Per capita (per person) water use in SDCWA’s service area has fallen from more 

than 200 gallons per capita per day to about 150 gallons per capita per day over 

the past decade. In 2015, total regional use of potable water was approximately 

452,000 AF per year (AFY) – almost 21% less than it was in 1990, even with a 

population increase of approximately 30% over that period. Between 2007 and 

2015, total regional potable water use was lowest in 2015 and highest in 2007 at 

over 700,000 AFY (SDCWA 2016c).  
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City of San Diego  

The City’s current water supplies consist of (1) capture of local runoff from rainfall 

within seven of its nine surface reservoirs, (2) recycled water for non-potable water 

use, (3) limited local groundwater, and (4) water purchased from SDCWA. 

Potable Water Supply 

The City’s Public Utilities Department serves more than 1.3 million people 

populating more than 340 square miles of developed land. In addition to 

supplying water within its own incorporated boundaries, the City conveys and 

sells water to the City of Del Mar, the Santa Fe Irrigation District, the San Dieguito 

Water District, and the California American Water Company, which in turn serves 

the cities of Coronado and Imperial Beach and portions of southern San Diego 

County. The City has agreements to sell surplus water to Otay Water District and 

exchange water to Ramona Municipal Water District. The City maintains several 

emergency connections to and from neighboring water agencies, including Santa 

Fe Irrigation District, Poway Municipal Water District, Otay Water District, 

California American Water Company, and Sweetwater Authority (City of San Diego 

2016; City of San Diego 2017).  

The City purchases imported water from SDCWA. The City’s local water supplies 

consist of surface water obtained from local watersheds and recycled water. The 

City has nine local surface water reservoirs with more than 569,021 AF of 

capacity, which are connected directly or indirectly to three water treatment 

plants (WTPs). The largest reservoir is the San Vicente Reservoir, with a capacity 

of 242,000 AF since completion of the Emergency Storage Project. The Miramar 

WTP has a rated capacity of 144 million gallons per day (MGD) and generally 

serves the City’s geographical area north of the San Diego River (north San 

Diego) (City of San Diego 2016). The Alvarado WTP recently underwent upgrades 

and improvements and has a current rated capacity of 120 MGD. The Alvarado 

WTP generally serves the geographical area from National City to La Jolla Village 

Drive/Miramar Road. The Otay WTP has a current rated capacity of 34 MGD and 

serves the geographical area bordering Mexico (south San Diego) and parts of 

the southeastern portion of central San Diego. The geographic areas served by 

the three WTPs are flexible such that areas of the City can be supplied by more 

than one of the treatment plants. The native water captured in these reservoirs 

provides approximately 19% of the City’s total supply (based on average data 

from 2011 to 2015) (City of San Diego 2017). 
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The City maintains and operates more than 3,300 miles of water lines; 49 water pump 

stations; 32 standpipes, elevated tanks, and concrete and steel reservoirs with a 

potable water storage capacity of more than 200 million gallons; more than 24,000 fire 

hydrants; and approximately 290,000 water meters. The pipelines range in diameter 

size from 2-inch service lines to 96-inch transmission pipelines. Because of San Diego's 

diverse topography, including sea level beach communities, mesas, hills, valleys and 

canyons, the City maintains more than 120 pressure zones (City of San Diego 2017). 

City of San Diego Current and Projected Water Demand 

To prepare the City’s water demand forecast, coordination with the San Diego 

Association of Governments (SANDAG) was necessary to obtain the most recent 

demographic projections. For the 2015 UWMP water demand forecast, 

demographic data for the City was based on SANDAG’s latest projections made for 

the Series 13: 2050 Regional Growth Forecast, which used a 2013 population and 

housing estimate produced by the California Department of Finance. SANDAG’s 

demographic forecast incorporates regional projections and local inputs gathered 

from the region’s 18 incorporated cities and the County (City of San Diego 2016). 

The City’s actual water use declined between 2010 and 2015 from 188,860 AFY to 

177,341 AFY, reflecting the City’s conservation efforts. Single-family residential 

water use makes up the largest sector of demand within the City’s retail service 

area (excluding wholesale deliveries), representing about 36% of the total use in 

2015. In 2015, multifamily residential, commercial/institutional/industrial, and 

irrigation accounted for 23%, 28%, and 13% of total retail water use, respectively.  

With the City’s expected population growth in the future, water demands are 

projected to reach 264,840 AFY in 2030 and 273,408 AFY in 2040 (City of San Diego 

2016), accounting for future water conservation. Cumulative sector demands are 

forecasted to increase by 37% between 2020 and 2040. Single-family residential 

water use is expected to peak in 2035 and begin to decline from 2035 to 2040. 

Overall single-family residential water use is projected to increase by 39% over the 

projection period of 2020 to 2040. Multifamily residential water use is forecasted to 

experience the greatest increase, at 69% over the projection period of 2020 to 

2040; however, similar to single-family use, it is projected to experience a slight 

decline between 2035 and 2040. The declines in residential water use from 2035 to 

2040 are attributed to a peak in single-family water use in 2035 and then a gradual 

decline in single-family housing thereafter. 
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Non-potable Recycled Water 

Existing recycled water use in the City currently consists of non-potable reuse, 

which uses disinfected tertiary-treated recycled water that meets California water 

quality standards for uses that are not associated with drinking water, such as 

irrigation, industrial and construction purposes, ornamental fountains, and toilet 

and urinal flushing. The City owns and operates a recycled water system that 

supplies water to over 600 retail customers as well as several wholesale customers. 

The wholesale customers include the City of Poway, Olivenhain Municipal Water 

District, and Otay Water District.  

Non-potable recycled water use is expected to remain relatively constant, with the 

North City Water Reclamation Plant providing an annual average of 7 MGD and 

South Bay Water Reclamation Plant providing 4 to 6 MGD. Between 2010 and 

2015, recycled water use increased by approximately 3%, and meters increased by 

38%. Recycled water demands for non-potable water use are estimated by the 

City’s Public Utilities Department. These recycled water demands for non-potable 

use are expected to increase from the current 8,195 AFY to 13,650 AFY by 2020 

and remain constant throughout 2040. 

5.17.3 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Integrated Water Resources Plan 

In 1996 Metropolitan developed its first Integrated Water Resources Plan to 

address the complexity of developing, maintaining, and delivering a reliable supply 

of water to its member agencies. The plan established targets for a diversified 

portfolio of investments in water supply that have provided the foundation for 

continued water supply reliability during a period of prolonged drought and severe 

regulatory limitations. The plan established a long-term water resources strategy to 

fulfill Metropolitan’s mission of providing a high-quality, reliable water supply for its 

service area by identifying a range of potential resource development needs, supply 

alternatives, adaptation measures, and program implementation blueprints.  

An update in 2004 emphasized conservation and local resources development 

options and targets through 2025 and included the addition of a 10% planning 

buffer. The 2010 update manages current challenges including below-average 

precipitation conditions for the Colorado River and historic regulatory cutbacks 
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for the State Water Project. It has three main components: the core resources 

strategy, which is designed to maintain reliable water supplies; the uncertainty 

buffer, which activates a suite of buffer actions to mitigate short-term change; 

and foundational actions, which detail strategies for securing additional water 

resources. The 2015 update’s focus was on developing approaches for how 

Metropolitan will advance their conservation and local resources development 

and maximize its storage reserves in the future (Metropolitan 2016). 

San Diego County Water Authority 

Urban Water Management Plan 

SDCWA’s 2015 UWMP was prepared in accordance with the Urban Water 

Management Planning Act, which requires urban water suppliers to update their 

UWMP and submit a complete version to the California Department of Water 

Resources every 5 years. The UWMP serves as SDCWA’s long-term planning 

document to ensure a reliable water supply for the region.  

SDCWA’s 2015 UWMP provides actual water use data for the year 2015 and 

projections through 2040 (SDCWA 2016a). The SDCWA projected water demands 

are based on the SANDAG 2050 Regional Growth Forecast population 

projections for the SDCWA service area.  

SDCWA anticipates that the population in its service area will increase from 

approximately 3.3 million in 2020 to 3.8 million in 2040, which would translate into 

water demands increasing from 661,722 AFY in 2020 to approximately 849,995 AFY 

in 2040 under normal weather conditions. 

Regional Water Facilities Optimization and Master Plan Update 

The 2013 Regional Water Facilities Optimization and Master Plan Update (2013 

Master Plan) is intended to serve as the San Diego region’s roadmap for new 

infrastructure development through SDCWA’s 2035 planning horizon. The 2013 

Master Plan shifts from the previous 2003 Master Plan’s emphasis on new 

infrastructure development to the operation and maintenance of a robust water 

production and delivery system. The 2013 Master Plan incorporates the latest 

supply and demand projections from the 2010 UWMP and places a greater 

emphasis on local supply development and conservation. Additionally, the 2013 

Master Plan evaluates the emergence of new energy management and renewable 
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energy opportunities and investigates the need to safeguard the regional aqueduct 

system from potential vulnerabilities and natural hazards (SDCWA 2014).  

Water Shortage and Drought Response Plan 

The Water Shortage and Drought Response Plan (2012) addresses the uncertainty 

associated with maintaining and developing local and imported water supplies by 

providing a way to allocate water when supplies fall short of demand and avoiding 

rationing through supply enhancement. The plan also contains a strategy to 

communicate with SDCWA’s stakeholders regarding water supplies and provides 

guidance to SDCWA and its member agencies to plan for water supply reliability 

within the San Diego region. The plan contains a drought response matrix that 

identifies potential actions that SDCWA can take to avoid an allocation of water 

supplies to the member agencies. When supply enhancement options have been 

exhausted, the plan also provides a methodology for allocation of supplies among 

member agencies in a fair and equitable manner (SDCWA 2012). 

City of San Diego  

Urban Water Management Plan 

The City’s 2015 UWMP, adopted in 2016, is the most recent iteration of the UWMP 

and provides actual water use data for the year 2015 and projections through 2040 

(City of San Diego 2016). The City’s 2015 UWMP describes historic and project water 

supply and demand scenarios, water supply reliability, water usage trends, current 

and planned facilities to support demand, current and planned demand 

management programs, water shortage contingency plans, water recycling efforts, 

groundwater use, and alternative sources of water that the City is considering. The 

City’s water conservation efforts are an important component of the City’s overall 

water supply strategy.  

The City anticipates that its population will increase to over 1.67 million residents by 

2035, which would translate into water demands increasing to approximately 273,748 

AFY in 2035 under normal weather conditions. These projections assume the City 

continues with an aggressive water conservation program. SDCWA is planning to 

supply the City with 234,398 AF by 2035 (City of San Diego 2016). 

Long-Range Water Resources Plan 

The City used an integrated water resources planning approach in developing its 

2012 Long-Range Water Resources Plan (City of San Diego 2013). Integrated water 
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resources planning is a process by which demand-side and supply-side options are 

viewed together in order to meet multiple objectives, such as reliability, cost, water 

quality, environmental protection, and implementation risks. This process also 

addresses uncertainties such as droughts, climate change, and regulatory change.  

Assuming ongoing drought conditions and climate change impacts through year 2035, 

if the City’s status quo of heavy dependence on imported water were continued 

without implementation of the 2012 Long-Range Water Resources Plan, reliance on 

imported water supplies would be approximately 83% and potential shortages would 

approach approximately 32% of projected water demand. With the implementation of 

the Long-Range Water Resources Plan strategy, reliance on imported water would be 

reduced to 50% under drought and climate change conditions, and there would be no 

anticipated water shortages (City of San Diego 2016). 
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5.18 RECREATION 

5.18.1 INTRODUCTION 

The following discussion describes the environmental setting and regulatory 

framework related to recreation for the North City Project. Specifically, this section 

identifies and describes the existing recreational facilities and opportunities in the 

Project area, both at and near Project component locations.  

The information provided in this section is based on a review of the City of San Diego 

(City) General Plan Recreation Element, the City’s Park and Recreation website 

(https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation), data from the San Diego 

Geographic Information Source (SanGIS) database (SanGIS 2013), the Google Earth 

geographical information program, City of Santee General Plan, City of Santee 

Recreation Services Division website (http://www.ci.santee.ca.us/ 

Index.aspx?page=426), and the County of San Diego Parks and Recreation website 

(http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/parks/). Further, for local area fishing facilities 

including Lake Miramar and San Vicente Reservoir, weekly fish reports are 

summarized to characterize use of facilities and the Lake Miramar Creel Report 

(2013-2014) prepared by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) was 

reviewed and summarized where determined to be appropriate.  

5.18.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The North City Project includes a variety of facilities located throughout the 

corporate boundaries of the City and proposed pipelines that would traverse a 

number of local jurisdictions, including the cities of San Diego and Santee, and 

the community of Lakeside in unincorporated San Diego County.  

The City of San Diego Park and Recreation Department is responsible for the 

management of over 42,000 acres of developed and undeveloped park land, joint 

use, and open space that offer a diverse range of recreational opportunities (City 

of San Diego 2017a). The City’s parks, beaches, open space, trails, lakes, 

reservoirs, and recreation centers annually serve millions of residents and visitors 

and play an important role in the physical, mental, social, and environmental 

health of the City and its residents. 

Santee has eight public parks that are distributed throughout the city and provide a 

variety of recreational facilities and opportunities including athletic fields, open 

space, playgrounds and picnic areas, and aquatic programs for residents and the 
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public (City of Santee 2017). Santee’s park system and local recreational 

opportunities are augmented by the 107-acre Walker Preserve (owned by Santee), 

the Santee Lakes Recreation Preserve, Sycamore Canyon Open Space Preserve and 

Goodan Ranch, and Mission Trails Regional Park. While the majority of Mission 

Trails Regional Park is located within the City of San Diego’s boundary, a small 

section of the park is within the Santee city limits and the East Fortuna Staging Area 

is (located at the intersection of State Route 52 (SR-52) and Mast Boulevard) is 

located in close proximity to the western city limits.  

In addition to local and county parks, trails, a County preserve, and reservoirs 

encompass the recreational opportunities available in the unincorporated County 

of San Diego community of Lakeside. While surrounded by unincorporated County 

lands, San Vicente Reservoir is owned by the City of San Diego.  

Parks and recreational facilities within 0.5 mile of Project components are identified 

on Figures 5.18-1A through 5.18-1D.  

5.18.2.1 Components Common to Project Alternatives 

Morena Pump Station  

The Morena Pump Station site is bounded by Sherman Street and Custer Street and 

is located in southwestern area of Linda Vista. While the Morena Pump Station site 

located in an urban and industrial setting, recreational facilities and open space are 

located nearby. The nearest recreational facilities include the San Diego River Bike 

Path (located 0.20 mile south), Mission Bay Park (approximately 0.3 mile to the west 

(and west of I-5)), Presidio Park (approximately 0.3 mile to the southeast), Sefton 

Field (approximately 0.4 mile to the southeast), and Silver Terrace Park 

(approximately 0.4 mile to the east). In addition, the San Diego River is located 

approximately 230 feet south of the Morena Pump Station site (south of Friars 

Road) and this segment of the river and San Diego River Park is known as the 

Mission Valley Preserve.  

San Diego River Bike Path 

Located along the south bank of the San Diego River, the Estuary Section of the 

San Diego River Bike Path is paved, approximately 10-foot-wide, and occasionally 

striped path that runs from Sefton Field west to Dog Beach (i.e., in Ocean Beach).  
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Cyclists and other trail-based recreationists on the Estuary Section of the San Diego 

River Bike Path are physically buffered from the Morena Pump Station site by the San 

Diego River and Friars Road.  

Mission Bay Park 

Consisting of over 4,600 acre of land and water and 27 miles of shoreline, Mission 

Bay Park is the largest aquatic park of its kind in the country (City of San Diego 

2017b). Mission Bay Park offers boat docks and launching facilities, sailboat and 

motor rentals, biking and walking paths, unprogrammed turf area, basketball 

courts, picnic facilities, and playgrounds. The City of San Diego identifies 15 

individual park facilities and permit sites that include De Anza Cove in the 

northeast, Hospitality Point in the southwest, Sail Bay in the northwest, and Rose 

Marie Starns South Shores Park in the southeast (City of San Diego 2017c).  

Mission Bay Park recreationists are physically buffered from the Morena Pump Station 

site by I-5 and intervening development located east of I-5 and north of Friars Road.  

Presidio Park 

Located in the Old Town Community Plan area and on the site of San Diego’s original 

Spanish presidio and mission, Presidio Park (approximately 50 acres). The 

approximately 50-acre park offers both educational and recreational opportunities as 

the Junipero Serra Museum and more than 2 miles of trails, a recreation center, 

basketball courts, and picnic tables are located within the park boundaries (City of San 

Diego 2017d). Presidio Hills Golf Course is adjacent to Presidio Park and the public, par 

three, 18-hole golf course features a driving range and putting green.  

Presidio Park recreationists (and Presidio Hills Golf Course recreationists) are 

physically buffered from the Morena Pump Station site by I-8, the San Diego River, and 

Friars Road.  

Sefton Field 

Located at 2508 Hotel Circle Place, Sefton Field consists of two Little League (“Majors”) 

fields, two t-ball fields, and a Seniors/Juniors baseball field. Sefton Field is used by 

Presidio Little League Baseball generally during the spring and fall seasons.  

Sefton Field recreationists (and spectators) are physically buffered from the Morena 

Pump Station site by the San Diego River and Friars Road. The approximate 0.85-acre 

park features a turf area, limited picnic facilities, and a children’s playground.  



NORTH CITY PROJECT EIR/EIS 

 SECTION 5.18 – RECREATION 

February 2018 5.18-4 9420-04 

Silver Terrace Park 

Silver Terrace Mini-Park is located north of Friars Road, west of Colusa Street, and 

south of the SDG&E’s Old Town substation. The approximate 0.85-acre park features a 

turf area, limited picnic facilities, and a children’s playground. 

Silver Terrace Mini-Park recreationists are physically buffered from the Morena Pump 

Station site by intervening development and roads including Morena Boulevard.  

Mission Valley Preserve 

Consisting primarily of passive open space, the Mission Valley Preserve is 

traversed by segments of the Estuary Section of the San Diego River Bike Path 

(see discussion above) and a system of unimproved, multi-use trails that link 

Sefton Field with the Mission Valley YMCA (one trail parallels the San Diego River 

Bike Path for approximately 0.5-mile). Also, the green line of the MTS Trolley 

spans the Mission Valley Preserve between I-8 and Friars Road (west of Morena 

Boulevard) and from Friars Road to the northern boundary of Sefton Field (east 

of Morena Boulevard) (City of San Diego 2016a).  

The San Diego River and Friars Road physically buffer trail-based recreationists at the 

Mission Valley Preserve from the Morena Pump Station site.  

Morena Wastewater Forcemain and Brine/Centrate Line  

The Morena Wastewater Forcemain and Brine/Centrate (Morena Pipelines) Line 

primarily travel along paved roadways between the Morena Pump Station in Linda 

Vista and the North City Water Reclamation Plant (NCWRP) in the University 

Community Plan area. In addition to the recreational facilities discussed above for 

the Morena Pump Station, the nearest recreational facilities to the Morena Pipelines 

alignment include Tecolote Community Park (approximately 0.27 mile to the west 

near Sea World Drive crossing) in the Linda Vista Community Plan area. In the 

Clairemont Mesa Community Plan area, nearby recreational facilities include South 

Clairemont Community Park (3577 Clairemont Drive; adjacent to alignment along 

Clairemont Drive), Tecolote Canyon Natural Open Space Park (approximately 0.10 

mile east near Balboa Avenue crossing), North Clairemont Community Park 

(approximately 0.12 mile south near Genesee Avenue crossing), Marian Bear 

Memorial Park (adjacent to alignment and Genesee Avenue south of SR-52). In the 

University Community Plan area, Rose Canyon Open Space Park (adjacent to 
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alignment at Rose Canyon crossing) in the only park or recreational facility located 

within 1,000 feet of the forcemain and brine/centrate line alignment.  

Tecolote Community Park  

Tecolote Community Park features five baseball/softball fields, a recreation center, turf 

areas, basketball courts, a children’s playground, walking paths, and limited picnic 

tables. In addition, the Tecolote Nature Center (technically a component of the 

Tecolote Canyon Natural Open Space Park) is located adjacent to the park boundaries 

at the northern extent of Tecolote Road.  

Intervening development and roads physically buffer trail-based recreationists at 

Tecolote Community Park from the Morena Wastewater Forcemain and 

Brine/Centrate Line alignment in Morena Boulevard.  

South Clairemont Community Park 

South Clairemont Community Park is located adjacent south of Marston Middle School 

and north of the Clairemont Pool and the Mission Valley YMCA Krause Family 

Bike/Skate Park. In addition to a recreation center, South Clairemont Community Park 

features walking paths, turf areas, a gazebo/small picnic area, tennis court and, 

basketball court.  

Access to the South Clairemont Community Park parking lot is provided off 

Clairemont Drive and as such, the park is located adjacent to the Morena Pipeline 

alignment. The park is also accessible via Waco Street, which parallels Clairemont 

Drive and the park’s eastern boundary.  

Tecolote Canyon Natural Open Space Park 

Comprised primarily of undeveloped canyon lands stretching from Linda Vista Road 

to the south, Mesa College to the east, and Clairemont Mesa Boulevard to the 

north, Tecolote Canyon Natural Open Space Park features numerous trailheads 

that originate at local area parks and provide access to approximately 6.5 miles of 

multi-use trails (City of San Diego 2017e).  

The closest trailhead to the Morena Pipeline alignment is situated at North Clairemont 

Community Park (City of San Diego 2017f). At its closest point, the Morena Pipeline 

alignment is located within 340 feet of Tecolote Canyon Natural Open Space Park 

however, trail-based recreationist are physically buffered from the Clairemont Drive 

alignment by residences and sloping canyon terrain.  
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North Clairemont Community Park 

Similar to the South Clairemont Community Park, North Clairemont Community 

Park features a recreation center; multi-purpose field, outdoor basketball and 

tennis courts, and a children’s play area. In addition, a gymnasium for basketball, 

soccer, volleyball, and other recreational pursuits is available at North Clairemont 

Community Park (City of San Diego 2017g).  

Intervening development and roads physically buffer trail-based recreationists at 

North Clairemont Community Park from the Morena Pipeline alignment in 

Clairemont Mesa Boulevard. 

Marian Bear Memorial Park 

The Morena Pipeline alignment is located adjacent to Marian Bear Memorial Park as 

Genesee Avenue approaches SR-52 from the south. The open space park is comprised 

of undeveloped San Clemente Canyon bottom lands that parallel SR-52 and run west 

from I-805 to I-5. Multiple trailheads are provided from the south (i.e., at Limerick 

Avenue, Lehrer Drive, Cobb Drive, and Biltmore Street), and graveled staging/parking 

areas are located off Regents Road and Genesee Avenue (restroom facilities are 

provided at the Genesee Avenue staging/parking area). Park trails provide a 

connection to Rose Canyon Open Space hiking trails and Stadley Community Park in 

the University Community Plan area (City of San Diego 2017h).  

Rose Canyon Open Space Park 

The Morena Pipeline alignment is located adjacent to Rose Canyon Open Space 

Park as Genesee Avenue traverse Rose Canyon and spans existing railroad track. 

The open space park is comprised of undeveloped canyon bottom lands that that 

run west from I-805 to I-5 and parallel I-5 south to SR-52. A small staging area is 

available west of Genesee Avenue near University City High School (the parking 

area is only accessible via southbound Genesee Avenue) but parking is available at 

the high school when school is not in session (City of San Diego 2017i).  

North City Water Reclamation Plant Expansion 

The proposed NCWRP Expansion, North City Influent Pump Station, and North City 

Renewable Energy Facility would occur at the existing NCWRP, a City of San Diego 

water reclamation plant facility located south of the proposed North City Pure Water 

Facility (NCPWF) site and Eastgate Mall.  
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There are no parks or recreational facilities located within 1,000 feet of the NCWRP. 

The nearest recreational facility, Nobel Athletic Area, is located 0.50-mile southwest 

of the NCWRP. The athletic area is comprised of 30 acres including two softball 

fields, children’s play area, an off-leash dog park, two soccer fields, a multipurpose 

fields, shaded picnic tables, barbeque pits, outdoor basketball courts, and walking 

paths (City of San Diego 2017j). In addition, designated open space (i.e., Carroll 

Canyon Open Space) is located 0.60-mile northeast of the NCWRP. Per the Carroll 

Canyon Master Plan, there are no designated trails or trailheads in the designated 

open space/canyon terrain located west of Camino Santa Fe (City of San Diego 

1994) and the area is bound by railroad track to the south and industrial warehouse 

and office development to the north and east.  

I-5, Miramar Road, and intervening development physically buffer recreationists at 

the Nobel Athletic Area from the NCWRP. While the Carroll Canyon Open Space does 

not offer developed recreational amenities, dispersed recreation that may occur 

there is physically buffered from the NCWRP site (and NCPWF site) by intervening 

development and canyon terrain.  

North City Pure Water Facility  

The NCPWF site is located on an undeveloped and disturbed triangular-shaped parcel 

located north of the existing NCWRP. The Nobel Athletic Area (see discussion above 

under North City Water Reclamation Plant Expansion) is the closest park to the NCPWF 

however, designated open space is located within 0.60-mile to the east (i.e., Carrol 

Canyon Open Space), and 0.70-mile to the northwest (i.e., Campus Point Open Space). 

Please refer to the North City Water Reclamation Plant Expansion discussion above for 

a description of designated open space in Carroll Canyon. Based on aerial imagery, the 

Campus Point Open Space area features a limited number of dirt trails that are 

accessible via informal trailheads located off Campus Point Drive and Eastgate Mall.  

North City Pure Water Facility Influent Pump Station and Conveyance 

The NCPWF Influent Pump Station would be constructed at the NCWRP. Please refer 

to North City Water Reclamation Plant Expansion above, for a discussion of parks and 

recreational facilities located near the NCPWF Influent Pump Station.  

North City Pure Water Pump Station  

The North City Pure Water Pump Station (North City Pump Station) site encompasses 

an approximate 0.7-acre site located adjacent to the southeastern corner of the 
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NCPWF site. Please refer to North City Pure Water Facility above, for a discussion of 

parks and recreational facilities located near the North City Pure Water Pump Station.  

Landfill Gas Pipeline 

The proposed underground Landfill Gas (LFG) Pipeline would primarily be located 

on Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Miramar land and would generally follow the 

existing disturbed City utility easement (recycled water line, centrate line, sludge 

line, landfill gas line, and fiber optic cable) that runs between the Miramar Landfill 

and NCWRP. As the landfill gas pipeline originates at the NCWRP, the parks and 

recreational facilities near the NCWRP Expansion would also be applicable to the 

landfill gas pipeline. See discussion above for the North City Water Reclamation 

Plant Expansion. In addition, designated open space in Rose Canyon is located 

within 0.75-mile of the landfill gas pipeline as measured from the pipeline 

alignment near the eastern terminus of Governor Drive. Please refer to the Rose 

Canyon Open Space Park discussion above under the Morena Wastewater 

Forcemain and Brine/Centrate Line heading.  

I-5, Miramar Road, intervening development, and undeveloped MCAS Miramar lands 

physically buffer recreationists at the Nobel Athletic Area from the landfill gas 

pipeline alignment. I-5, intervening development (i.e., Miramar Wholesale Nursery), 

and undeveloped MCAS Miramar lands buffer trail–based recreationists on 

designated open space of Rose Canyon.  

The NCCF LFG compressor station is located off Johnson Road in the City’s 

Miramar Landfill lease area. In addition to the Miramar Landfill (located south of 

the NCCF LFG compressor station), MCAS Miramar lands are located to the north. 

There are no parks or public recreational facilities located within one mile of the 

NCCF LFG compressor station. The nearest park, University Garden Neighborhood 

Park, is located approximately 1.3 miles to the west (and west of I-805 and in the 

University Community Plan area) and offers a baseball field, large turf area, 

children’s playground area, and limited picnic facilities.  

Metro Biosolids Center Improvements 

The Metro Biosolids Center is an existing regional biosolids treatment facility located 

on 39 acres adjacent to the Miramar landfill. The nearest parks and recreational 

facilities are located to the southwest and west of the Metro Biosolids Center, across 

from SR-52 and in the case of MacDowell Neighborhood Park, across from SR-52 

and I-805. Located approximately 0.30-mile to the southwest of the Metro Biosolids 
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Center in the Kearny Mesa Community Plan area, the Hickman Field Athletic Area is 

a 44-acre complex that boasts space for 6 soccer fields, 10 baseball/softball fields 

for various age groups, and informal (i.e., unpaved) parking. MacDowell 

Neighborhood Park is located approximately 1.3 miles to the east of the Metro 

Biosolids Center and includes a walking path, turf area, children’s play area and 

several picnic tables.  

Recreationists (and spectators) at the Hickman Field Athletic Area are physically 

buffered from the Metro Biosolids Center by intervening development and SR-52. 

Intervening development, SR-52, and I-805 physically buffer recreationists at 

MacDowell Neighborhood Park from the Metro Biosolids Center.  

5.18.2.2 Miramar Reservoir Alternative 

North City Pure Water Pipeline and Dechlorination Facility 

As proposed, the North City Pure Water Pipeline (North City Pipeline) alignment is 

primarily located within existing paved roadways and travels between the NCPWF – 

Miramar Reservoir (NCPWF-MR) and the Miramar Reservoir. The North City Pipeline 

alignment traverses MCAS Miramar and the City’s University, Mira Mesa (primarily 

along Miramar Road), and Scripps Miramar Ranch communities. Through the City’s 

University Community Plan area, the North City Pipeline alignment is located within 

0.20-mile of designated open space in Carroll Canyon and in Miramar Road between 

Miramar Way and Keenan Street, the pipeline alignment is adjacent to the Miramar 

Memorial Golf Course (located on MCAS Miramar). No other parks or recreational 

facilities are located within 1,000 feet of the pipeline alignment through the Mira Mesa 

Community Plan area. Within the Scripps Miramar Ranch Community Plan area and 

along Hoyt Park Drive, the pipeline alignment is located within 1,000 feet of the 

designated open space that extends west from Hoyt Park. Lastly, the North City Pure 

Water Pipeline terminates at (and the subaqueous pipeline is located beneath the 

surface of) Miramar Reservoir. Lake View Park and Miramar Overlook Park are located 

east and west of Miramar Reservoir and both feature turf area, children’s playgrounds, 

benches, restrooms, and covered picnic facilities.  

Miramar Reservoir 

Owned, operated, and maintained by the City of San Diego as a domestic drinking 

water supply, Miramar Reservoir offer diverse recreational opportunities including 

fishing, cycling, running, rollerblading, and picnicking (there are 18 barbeques and 

48 picnic tables available) (City of San Diego 2017k). A paved, approximately 4.9-
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mile long service road encircles the reservoir and is popular for walking, running, 

and cycling. While the majority of use is from runners, cyclists, and other forms of 

recreation besides fishing, Miramar Reservoir is also available for fishing (a permit 

is required for anglers and anglers 16 years or older must have a valid California 

Fishing License). Miramar Reservoir includes a concessions building from which 

recreationists can rent boats (private boats, kayaks and float tubes are also 

permitted on Miramar Reservoir) and purchase bait. Miramar Reservoir is open to 

fishing and private boats, kayaks and float tubes seven days a week from one-half 

hour before sunrise to sunset. Further, the gates are open from 5:30 a.m. to 8 

p.m. during Daylight Savings Time and 5:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. when Daylight 

Savings Time is not in effect. 

The reservoir has Florida-strain largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides floridanus) 

(minimize size limit for bass is 12 inches), bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus), channel 

catfish (Ictalurus punctatus), and red ear sunfish (Lepomis microlophus) (City of San 

Diego 2017k). In addition, CDFW stocks the reservoir with rainbow trout 

(Oncorhynchus mykiss) in the 1- to 3.5-pound weight range during winter months 

(City of San Diego 2017l; CDFW 2016). Fish limits are five bass, five catfish and 25 

bluegill in aggregate, with no limit of other species. In 2016, fish report detail that 

bass was the most regularly caught fish (nearly all reported catches (2,388 out of 

2,389) included in the 2016 fish report were released) followed by Bluegill (222 

reported catches), Channel Catfish (17 reported catches), and Redear Sunfish (3 

reported catches) (City of San Diego 2017m). In addition, for the week ending April 

9, 2017, 27 bass were caught and released and no other species of fish were 

reported caught (City of San Diego 2017n).  

Angler, or “creel”, surveys of Lake Miramar users were conducted by CDFW in 2013 

and 2014. Along with population estimates and general fish surveys, creel surveys 

provide useful information on catch species and assist in fishery management 

decisions (CDFW 2014). According to the creel surveys, Miramar Reservoir 

experiences the most angling traffic during the spring season but the catch per unit 

effort (# fish caught/total angler hours) is highest during the fall season (CDFW 

2014). As previously mentioned, the majority of fish caught at Miramar Reservoir 

are largemouth bass (and over 50% of all catches are in the 12-15 inch range) and 

the species consistently dominates the total catch during each season. The creel 

surveys demonstrate that anglers are very satisfied with their overall fishing 

experience (over 50% of anglers rated their overall experience as very good) and 

the majority of anglers rate both the number and size of fish caught as good (CDFW 

2014). Among those responding to motive questions concerning their visit to 
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Miramar Reservoir, over 90% identified “enjoying the outdoors” as very important, 

and approximately 60% identified “to catch a fish” or “to be with friends and family” 

as very important. Nearly 50% of respondents identified “to catch a trophy fish” 

and/or “to reflect on past trip” as important and 60% identified “to develop fishing 

skills” as important (CDFW 2014).  

The Dechlorination Facility site is located in an industrial office park area off the 

Meanley Drive cul-de-sac in the Scripps Miramar Ranch community. The large 

turf area located to the south of the Dechlorination Facility site comprises the 

Meanley Open Dog Park. In addition to dispersed parcels of designated open 

space the closest of which is located approximately 0.20-mile east of the 

Dechlorination Facility site, Hoyt Park and the Miramar Reservoir are located 

within 0.40-mile. Located at 10711 Canyon Lake Drive, offers a large turf area, 

picnic tables, and children’s play area. Recreational opportunities at Miramar 

Reservoir are described above for the North City Pure Water Pipeline.  

Miramar Water Treatment Plant Improvements 

The existing Miramar Water Treatment Plant is located in the Scripps Miramar 

Ranch community and operates along the southern shoreline of the reservoir. 

Parks and recreational facilities near the Miramar Water Treatment Plant (i.e., 

Miramar Reservoir, Lake View Park, and Miramar Overlook Park) are discussed 

above under North City Pure Water Pipeline and Dechlorination Facility.  

5.18.2.3 San Vicente Reservoir Alternative 

San Vicente Reservoir Pure Water Pipeline  

The San Vicente Reservoir Pure Water Pipeline (San Vicente Pipeline) alignment is 

primarily located within existing paved roadways between the North City Pure 

Water Facility–San Vicente Reservoir (NCPWF-SVR) and the San Vicente Reservoir. 

The NCPWF-SVR is located on the same vacant 8.7-acre City-owned lot across 

Eastgate Mall to the north of the NCWRP as the NCPWF-MR. Similar to the NCPWF-

MR, a pump station would also be located adjacent to the NCPWF-SVR. The 

alignment of the San Vicente Pipeline traverses MCAS Miramar, the City’s University, 

Kearney Mesa, Tierrasanta, East Elliott, and Navajo communities, the City of Santee, 

and the unincorporated County of San Diego community of Lakeside. The parks 

and recreational facilities located near the pipeline alignment as it traverses these 

communities are identified and described below.  
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Hickman Field Athletic Area 

The western terminus of the San Vicente Pipeline is located in Copley Drive (near 

5629 Copley Drive), approximately 400 feet north of the Hickman Athletic Field 

Area. Recreation amenities at the Hickman Athletic Field Area were previously 

discussed in Section 5.18.2.1 (see Metro Biosolids Center Improvements).  

Tierrasanta Open Space 

East of I-15 and west of Mission Trails Regional Park, undeveloped canyon lands in 

the Tierrasanta Community Plan area comprise the Tierrasanta Open Space 

network. Linear, unimproved trails are generally located on canyon bottoms and 

the nearest marked trailhead to the network via West Shepard Canyon is located 

immediately north of Clairemont Mesa Boulevard, approximately 530 feet east of 

Antigua Boulevard. Another trailhead to the open space network is located off 

Tierrasanta Boulevard, approximately 215 feet west of Rueda Drive. This trail 

provides access to North Rueda Canyon and the Canyon Trail.  

Villa Monserate Neighborhood Park 

No developed parks within Tierrasanta are located adjacent to the San Vicente 

Pipeline alignment. Located at 5728 Robusto Road, Villa Monserate Neighborhood 

Park is located approximately 0.25-mile north of the Clairemont Mesa Boulevard 

portion of the alignment. The neighborhood park features children’s play areas, turf 

areas, and walking paths.  

Recreationists at Villa Monserate Neighborhood Park are physically buffered from 

the San Vicente Pipeline alignment by intervening development and canyon terrain.  

Roadrunner Neighborhood Park 

Located immediately south of Farb Middle School, Roadrunner Park includes large 

rectangular turf area with two baseball/softball fields and six total backstops, a 

children’s play area, picnic facilities, a southern turf area, and walking paths. 

Roadrunner Park is located approximately 0.20-mile southwest of the San Vicente 

Pipeline alignment at the La Cuenta Drive crossing.  

Recreationists at Roadrunner Park are physically buffered from the San Vicente 

Pipeline alignment by intervening residential and commercial development and roads.  
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Rancho Mission Canyon Open Space 

Undeveloped canyon lands located north of Waring Road and west of Navajo Road in 

the Navajo area encompass the Rancho Mission Canyon Open Space area. Trails 

generally line the bottom of canyons and are accessible via multiple trailheads, the 

closest of which is located at the eastern terminus of Larchwood Avenue, 

approximately 0.25-mile southeast of the Mission Gorge Road/Margerum Avenue 

intersection (City of San Diego 2017o). Walkers and runners are the primary users of 

the trail network. Through the Navajo community, the San Vicente Pipeline is located in 

Mission Gorge Road.  

Trail-based recreationists at the Rancho Mission Canyon Open Space area are 

physically buffered from the San Vicente Pipeline alignment by intervening 

residential development and roads.  

Rancho Mission Canyon Neighborhood Park 

Located in the Navajo community at 6005 Larchwood Avenue, Rancho Mission 

Canyon Park is an approximately 5.5-acre facility featuring two turf areas lined by 

walking paths and featuring a parking lot. Trailheads to the Rancho Mission Canyon 

Open Space area are available at the northern and southern end of the park. 

Rancho Mission Canyon Park is located approximately 0.35-mile southeast of the 

San Vicente Pipeline alignment in Mission Gorge Road.  

Trail-based recreationists at the Rancho Mission Canyon Open Space area are 

physically buffered from the San Vicente Pipeline alignment by intervening 

residential development and roads.  

Mission Trails Regional Park 

From Deerfield Street in Navajo northeast to Highridge Road in Santee 

(approximately 2.2 miles), Mission Gorge Road and the San Vicente Pipeline are 

located adjacent to Mission Trails Regional Park land. Encompassing 7,220 acres of 

natural and developed areas, Mission Trails Regional Park consists of rugged hills, 

valley, and open areas and is a popular destination for walking, hiking, trail running, 

mountain biking, equestrian use, camping (the 46-site Kumeyaay Campground is 

open for Friday and Saturday night camping), and rock climbing (Mission Trails 

Regional Park 2017a). The park also features a modern visitor and interpretive 

center where visitors can learn about the park’s history, natural plant and animal 

activities, and the various activities and destinations available within the park 

(Mission Trails Regional Park Foundation 2017b).  
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Recreational opportunities accessible via Mission Gorge Road and the Father 

Junipero Sera Trail include BMX riding, hiking, rock climbing, and camping. Parking 

is provided off Mission Gorge Road at Deerfield Street, Father Junipero Serra Trail, 

and the Kumeyaay Lake Campground. Trails accessible via these parking areas 

include the Deerfield Loop, Visitor Center Loop, Oak Grove Loop, Climber’s Loop, 

Canyon Trail, and the Kwaay Paay Peak Trail (City of San Diego 2017p).  

Santee Lakes Recreation Preserve 

Located off Carlton Oaks Drive and Fanita Parkway, the Santee Lakes Recreation 

Preserve is a 190-acre park and campground surrounding seven lakes filled with 

recycled water (Padre Dam Municipal Water District 2016). In addition to camping, 

recreation opportunities include fishing, picnicking, bird watching, boating, cycling, 

and running. Several children’s play areas are also distributed throughout the 

recreation preserve. The lakes are stocked with catfish April to September and 

rainbow trout January through March and bass and bluegill are prevalent. The lakes 

are numbered 1 through 7 from south to the north and Lakes 1 through 5 are for 

day use fishing and Lakes 6 and 7 are for registered campers. No state fishing 

license is required at the Santee Lakes Recreational Preserve but a permit from the 

General Store is required (Padre Dam Municipal Water District 2017a).  

Recreationist at Lake 1 (i.e., the southernmost lake and facility located closest to 

the San Vicente Pipeline alignment in Carlton Oaks Drive) are physically buffered 

from the pipeline alignment by intervening Padre Dam Municipal Water District 

facilities, parking lots, and City of Santee Fire Department Station #5 (located at 

9130 Carlton Oaks Drive).  

Mast Park (City of Santee) 

Located at 9125 Carlton Hills Boulevard, Mast Park features a developed picnic 

area, barbeque grills, a picnic arbor, children’s playground, basketball court, off-

leash dog park, disc golf course, walking paths, and restrooms (City of Santee 

2017a). In addition, natural habitat areas and an extensive trail system surround 

the park. The Mast Park parking lot is located off Carlton Hills Boulevard, 

approximately 0.10-mile south of Carlton Oaks Boulevard. The disc golf course 

portion of park (i.e., the easternmost area) is located as close as 240 feet from the 

San Vicente Pipeline alignment.  

Recreationists at Mast Park are physically buffered from the pipeline alignment in 

Carlton Oaks Boulevard by intervening commercial and residential development.  



NORTH CITY PROJECT EIR/EIS 

 SECTION 5.18 – RECREATION 

February 2018 5.18-15 9420-04 

Lakeside Baseball Park  

The Lakeside Baseball Park is home to the Lakeside National Little League. Baseball 

park fields are located north of the San Diego River, approximately 0.15-mile south 

of Mast Boulevard, and west of Riverford Road. Marathon Parkway runs 

perpendicular to Mast Boulevard and provides access to the four, artificial turf field 

little league complex which also features batting cages, a children’s playground, 

restrooms, concessions stand, and surface parking (Lakeside National Little League 

2017). The fields host games for several divisions including t-ball, rookies, minors, 

and majors during the spring and summer regular season and fall ball season.  

Recreationists (and spectators) at Lakeside Baseball Park are physically buffered 

from the pipeline alignment in Carlton Oaks Boulevard by intervening industrial 

warehouse development.  

El Capitan Equestrian Facility 

Situated on 4 acres at the intersection of Willow Road and Moreno Avenue, the El 

Capitan Equestrian Center offers boarding, training, and lessons. (El Capitan 

Equestrian Center 2017a). Site amenities at the privately owned and operated 

facility include two large arenas with night lighting for events, a round pen, 29 

indoor barn stalls and a pasture (El Capitan Equestrian Center 2017b).  

The San Vicente Pipeline is aligned in Moreno Avenue from north of Willow Road to 

the San Vicente Road driveway (approximately 2.15 miles).  

Louis A. Stelzer County Park 

Located at 11470 Wildcat Canyon Road in Lakeside, Louis A. Stelzer County Park 

consist of 310 acres of oak woodland and coastal sage scrub habitat with 

opportunities for bird watching, hiking, and picnicking. The park also contains 

playgrounds, a horseshoe pit, amphitheater, and barbeques (County of San Diego 

2017a). The majority of parklands are located in V-shaped Wildcat Canyon and the 

easternmost portion of the park is located within 0.35-mile of the San Vicente 

Pipeline alignment in Moreno Avenue.  

Recreationists at Louis A. Stelzer County Park are physically buffered from the 

pipeline alignment in Moreno Avenue by intervening rural residential development 

and equestrian facilities.  
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Oakoasis Preserve 

Accessible via Wildcat Canyon Road and located within 0.25-mile of the southern 

shoreline of San Vicente Reservoir, Oakoasis Preserve boasts nearly 400 acres of 

chaparral, manzanita, and woodlands habitat (County of San Diego Parks and 

Recreation 2017b). The preserve features a 2.5-mile loop trail which affords trail-

based recreationists sweeping views of surrounding mountains and valleys, and 

tent and cabin camping (cabin camping is available to youth groups only).  

Recreationists at Oakoasis Preserve are physically buffered from the pipeline 

alignment (the in-reserve alternative and the tunnel alternative) by intervening 

mountainous terrain.  

Berkeley Herring Preserve 

The Berkeley Herring Preserve is a relatively small tract of designated open space 

situated west of San Vicente Reservoir and eastts of SR-67. An SDG&E access road is 

aligned in a general northwestern-southeastern direction through the central 

portion of the preserve.  

The San Vicente Reservoir’s marina parking lot is located approximately 0.30-mile 

southeast of the preserve.  

San Vicente Reservoir 

In addition to providing fishing, general boating and kayaking, and water contact 

sport (i.e., water skiing, wakeboarding, and jet-skis) opportunities, marina facilities 

including a 900-foot, 6-lane launch ramp, a large parking lot, covered picnic 

facilities, restrooms, a bait shop and concessions store, and paved walking paths 

are provided at the west end of the San Vicente Reservoir. On Sundays, fishing, 

general boating and water contact sport are permitted at San Vicente Reservoir and 

on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and Mondays, fishing and general boating are 

permitted (water contact sport is not permitted). The reservoir is closed for 

recreational use on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. All persons age 8 and older 

entering reservoir property are required to pay daily use fees (anglers 16 years of 

age and older must have California state fishing license) and all access is provided 

on a first come first served basis (City of San Diego 2017q). Gates to the reservoir 

and boat launch area open 1.5 hours before sunrise. In September 2016, the 

reservoir reopened to recreationists after being closed for eight years during 

construction of the San Vicente Dam Raise Project.  
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Regarding opportunities for fishing, the reservoir is stocked with Florida-strain 

largemouth bass, crappie, bluegill, channel catfish, blue catfish, green sunfish, and 

carp. Minimum size limit for bass is 12 inches and 10 inches for crappie and fish 

limits are five bass, five catfish, 25 crappie and bluegill in aggregate, with no limit on 

other species. As with Miramar Reservoir, CDFW occasionally stocks San Vicente 

Reservoir with rainbow trout during winter months. A recent creel survey for San 

Vicente Reservoir was not located during the preparation of this section in April 

2017 and given the duration of closure, it’s highly unlikely the CDFW has prepared a 

recent survey for the reservoir. However, on Opening Day (i.e., September 22), 346 

angler were checked, 19 bass were kept, and 4,173 bass were caught and released 

(San Diego Union Tribune 2016).  

Mission Trails Booster Station  

The Mission Trails Booster Station would be on an approximate 1.2-acre site 

located along Mission Gorge Road and north of a small commercial center. 

Nearby recreational facilities, include Rancho Mission Canyon Open Space, 

Rancho Mission Canyon Neighborhood Park, and Mission Trails Regional Park. For 

a description of the recreational opportunities available at these facilities, please 

refer to the San Vicente Reservoir Pure Water Pipeline discussion above.  

5.18.3 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

Federal  

There are no federal regulations pertaining to recreation that are particularly 

applicable to the proposed project.  

State  

There are no state regulations pertaining to recreation that are particularly 

applicable to the proposed project.  

Local  

City of San Diego General Plan  

The City’s General Plan was unanimously adopted by the City Council on March 10, 

2008, and was subsequently amended in 2010 and again in 2012. The General Plan 

consists of the following elements: Land Use Community Planning, Mobility, Urban 

Design, Economic Prosperity, Public Facilities, Services & Safety, Recreation, 
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Conservation, Noise, and Historic Preservation. A discussion of the Recreation 

Element is provided below.  

Recreation Element. The purpose of the Recreation Element is to preserve, 

protect, acquire, develop, operate, maintain, and enhance public recreation 

opportunities and facilities throughout the City for all users (City of San Diego 

2015a). Three use categories of parks and recreation for residents and visitors are 

provided by the City of San Diego: population-based, resource-based, and open 

space. Population-based parks include Neighborhood and Community parks, are 

located in close proximity to residential development, and are intended to serve the 

daily needs of residents. Resource-based parks are located at, or centered on, 

notable natural or man-made features (beaches, canyons, habitat systems, lakes, 

historic sites, and cultural facilities) and are intended to serve the Citywide 

population and visitors. In addition to Mission Bay Park, Mission Trails Regional 

Park and Balboa Park are classified by the City as resource-based parks. Open 

space lands are City-owned lands located throughout the City, consisting of 

canyons, mesas, and other natural landforms, and are intended to preserve and 

protect native plants and animals, while providing public access and enjoyment by 

the use of hiking, biking, and equestrian trails. 

Relevant policies of the Recreation Element include the following: 

 RE-A.8. Provide population-based parks at a minimum ratio of 2.8 useable  

acres per 1,000.  

 RE-C.1. Protect existing parklands and open space from unauthorized 

encroachment by adjacent development through appropriate 

enforcement measures. 

 RE-F.1. Protect and enhance parklands from adjacent incompatible uses  

and encroachments. 

University Community Plan 

According to the University Community Plan, dominant existing uses include UCSD, 

University Towne Center, the research and corporate headquarters, and medical 

centers in the northern portion of the planning area and the major parkland resources 

of the Torrey Pines, Rose Canyon and San Clemente Canyon areas (City of San Diego 

1986). According to the community plan’s Open Space and Recreation Element, the 

open space in the University planning area serves primarily three functions: (1) the 

preservation of topographic or biotic resources and habitats for resident and 
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migratory birds; (2) the provision of outlets for active or passive recreation; and (3)the 

protection of public health and safety (City of San Diego 2016b).  

A relevant proposal of the University Community Plan is listed below. The University 

Community Plan does not contain policies and therefore, none are listed below.  

 7. San Clemente Canyon - Marian Bear Memorial Park should be preserved and 

maintained by the City of San Diego as a regional, resource-based park. The 

canyon and its riparian vegetation, including the mature oak and sycamore 

trees, should be preserved in their natural state. 

Mira Mesa Community Plan 

The Mira Mesa community is approximately 10,500 acres in area and is located in 

the northcentral portion of the City of San Diego (City of San Diego 2011a).  

The following goal of the Mira Mesa Community Plan is relevant to the  

proposed project:  

 Preservation of areas notable for scenic, natural or cultural attractions as 

resource-based parks.  

The policies of the Mira Mesa Community Plan are not particularly relevant to the 

proposed project.  

Clairemont Mesa Community Plan  

Clairemont Mesa is an urbanized residential community with several shopping centers, 

parks and recreational facilities and educational opportunities. Development with the 

community is guided by the Clairemont Mesa Community Plan and applicable 

objectives, policies, and recommendations of the Open Space and Environmental 

Resources Element (City of San Diego 2015b) include: 

 Objective 1: Preserve and enhance Marian Bear Memorial Park, Tecolote 

Canyon Natural Park, Stevenson Canyon and the finger canyons to provide 

visual open space and community identity.  

 Objective 4: Protect the resource value of canyon areas and plant and animal 

wildlife within the community.  

 Recommendation 6. Design: Any development proposed within or adjacent to 

the designated open space areas should be subject to development standards 
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of the Hillside Review Overlay Zone and Design and Development Guidelines 

and the Tecolote Canyon Rim Development Guidelines in order to protect the 

natural resources and preserve community identity. 

o All public improvements such as roads, drainage channels and utility 

service and maintenance facilities should be developed in a manner 

that minimizes the visual and physical impacts of such improvements 

on the open space system. 

None of the objectives or recommendations of the Population-Based Parks and 

Recreation Element are particularly relevant to the proposed project.  

Linda Vista Community Plan  

In Linda Vista, local parks serve the immediate population, while Tecolote Canyon 

Natural Park provide services to surrounding communities as well. (City of San Diego 

2011b). There are three community parks (Kearny Mesa, Linda Vista, and Tecolote) and 

two neighborhood parks (Kelly Street and Mission Heights) within the Linda Vista 

community. Tecolote Canyon Natural Park is a resource-based park which forms the 

northwestern edge of the community. The park contains a golf course and passive 

recreational amenities. 

Objectives and recommendations of the Open Space Element and the Community 

Facilities, Parks, and Services are not particularly relevant to the proposed project.  

Kearny Mesa Community Plan 

The community of Kearny Mesa is a major industrial and commercial center occupying 

a central location in the City of San Diego and the community meets employment, 

business, and retail needs for a large portion of the City (City of San Diego 2011c). 

Kearny Mesa is incised by two major canyon systems. The most prominent canyon, 

Murphy Canyon, parallels I-15 along the entire eastern boundary of the Plan area. The 

second canyon is a tributary of the San Clemente Canyon. 

Applicable goals and policies of the Kearney Mesa Community Plan Conservation 

and Open Space Element are listed below:  

 Policy 1: In order to conserve natural resources, prevent incompatible uses 

from locating on constrained land. 
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 Recommendation 1: Provide open areas within developments that provide 

visual relief and temporary respite from the work place. 

Scripps Miramar Ranch Community Plan 

Scripps Miramar Ranch is located on the north central part of metropolitan San Diego 

and the planning area contains approximately 4,365 acres of land (City of San Diego 

2011d). The predominant land use in the planning area is residential although 

business park uses are concentrated in a southwestern portion of the community.  

Relevant objectives of the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Element include 

the following: 

 Maximize preservation of existing mature eucalyptus groves, natural slopes and 

major canyons through careful siting of roadways and structures.  

 Support creation of a regional park on Miramar Reservoir in accordance with the 

1975 City Lakes Recreation Development Plan and the desires of local residents. 

Guarantee vehicular and pedestrian access to Scripps Ranch residents. 

Tierrasanta Community Plan  

The Tierrasanta community is centrally located within the greater San Diego 

metropolitan area, and with the exception of the Open Space portion of the plan 

area in Mission Trails Regional Park, the predominant land use in Tierrasanta is 

residential (City of San Diego 2011e).  

None of the objectives or recommendations of the Tierrasanta Community Plan are 

particularly relevant to the proposed project.  

Navajo Community Plan 

The park system in the Navajo Community includes population-based parks, 

resource-based parks and open space lands (City of San Diego 2015c). Concerning 

Rancho Mission Neighborhood Park, the community plan states that the park 

encompasses an 18.84 acre site and features 9.42 useable acres including passive 

lawn areas, walkways through natural open space, picnic areas and on-site 

parking. Concerning Rancho Mission Canyon Open Space, the community plan 

states that approximately 21,900 lineal feet of trails are located throughout the 

open space network accessible from Conestoga Street, Margerum Street, 

Hemingway Street, Cabaret Street and Navajo Street. In addition, trail amenities 
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